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Declaration of Independence WELCOME1

Welcome!
The Declaration of Independence is more than a historical 

document. It was written after many years of increasing hostility 
between the American Colonists and Great Britain.

Why were these relatively inexperienced colonists willing to 
face the strongest military power in the world to declare 

their independence? This workbook will guide you through the 
original text to help you understand what they wrote.

The meaning of some words change over time. To get a clearer 
understanding of what they meant when they were written, a 1776 

Lexicon or the 1828 Webster dictionary may be helpful.
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By July 4, 1776, the Revolutionary War had been going for 442 days. The British and the
colonists had fought at least 27 face-to-face battles. Over 4,000 lives had been lost.

One month earlier, on June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee, a Virginia delegate, introduced
the Lee Resolution to the Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia. The first part of it
said:

WORDS TO KNOW

delegate: an elected representative for the colony. There was no common method for
choosing delegates. Each colony had their own way of choosing the number of delegates
for their individual colony.

Continental Congress: a meeting of delegates from all of the colonies.

Legislature: a group of people in the government who have the power to make laws.

"Resolved, That these United 

Colonies are, and of right ought to 

be, free and independent States, that 

they are absolved from all allegiance 

to the British Crown, and that all 

political connection between them 

and the State of Great Britain is, and 

ought to be, totally dissolved."
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WORDS TO DEFINE 
(be sure to include other words that you don’t recognize)

resolved

absolved

allegiance

approbation

USING THE DEFINITIONS ABOVE, REWRITE THE LEE RESOLUTION IN YOUR
OWN WORDS:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
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The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of 
America, When in the Course of human events, it becomes 
necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which 
have connected them with another, and to assume among the 
powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which 
the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should 
declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
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WORDS TO DEFINE 
(be sure to include other words that you don’t recognize)

unanimous

dissolve

impel

USING THE DEFINITIONS ABOVE, REWRITE THE INTRODUCTION IN YOUR
OWN WORDS:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
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self-evident

endowed

unalienable

instituted

derive

WORDS TO DEFINE 
(be sure to include other words that you don’t recognize)

REWRITE THE PARAGRAPH IN YOUR OWN WORDS

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed,
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— PREAMBLE CONTINUED —

--That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People 
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to egect their Safety and 
Happiness.

alter

abolish

institute

WORDS TO DEFINE 
(be sure to include other words that you don’t recognize)

REWRITE THE PARAGRAPH IN YOUR OWN WORDS

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

“these ends” means the unalienable rights mentioned on the previous page.



TABLE OF CONTENTS Declaration of Independence23

List of
Grievances

GRIEVANCE: that which 
burdens, oppresses or injures

 — Websters 1828 Dictionary



GRIEVANCE #1
He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

refused

wholesome

WORDS TO DEFINE 
(be sure to include other words that you don’t recognize)

EXPLAIN THIS GRIEVANCE IN YOUR OWN WORDS

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

• Assent to Laws = the king decreed that he had to formally approve all colonial laws before they 
could take egect. Since he was across the ocean, colonial governors (his local representatives) kept 
the laws on hold until they heard a decision from the king. In the 1700s communication between 
the colonies and England was by ship and took 4–8 weeks, one way, depending on the weather
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pressing

suspended

neglect

attend

GRIEVANCE #2
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless 
suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has 
utterly neglected to attend to them.

WORDS TO DEFINE 
(be sure to include other words that you don’t recognize)

EXPLAIN THIS GRIEVANCE IN YOUR OWN WORDS

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

• The colonists elected lawmakers to represent them in the legislature. These "Governors" were 
appointed by the king and expected to enforce royal policy
• Assent = Assent to Laws (see Grievance #1)
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GRIEVANCE #3
He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those 
people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and 
formidable to tyrants only.

accommodation

relinquish

inestimable

formidable

tyrant

WORDS TO DEFINE 
(be sure to include other words that you don’t recognize)

EXPLAIN THIS GRIEVANCE IN YOUR OWN WORDS

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

• large districts of people = as the colonists were moving west, the King stopped those large groups 
of people from creating their own colonial government
• Representation in the legislature = representatives in their local government
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sole

fatigue

compliance

measures

GRIEVANCE #4
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the 
depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his 
measures.

WORDS TO DEFINE 
(be sure to include other words that you don’t recognize)

EXPLAIN THIS GRIEVANCE IN YOUR OWN WORDS

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

• depository of their public Records = the place where the colonies kept their important 
documents; holding meetings far away meant they did not have ready access the information
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GRIEVANCE #27
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants 
of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished 
destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

excite

merciless

undistinguished

WORDS TO DEFINE 
(be sure to include other words that you don’t recognize)

EXPLAIN THIS GRIEVANCE IN YOUR OWN WORDS

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

• domestic insurrection = this is referring specifically to slave uprisings (the British were 
promising slaves that they would be set free if they would join the British forces)
• Indian Savages = the term they used for Native Americans
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oppression

petition

redress

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our 
repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus 
marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

WORDS TO DEFINE 
(be sure to include other words that you don’t recognize)

EXPLAIN THIS PARAGRAPH IN YOUR OWN WORDS

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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AFTER READING ABOUT WHAT THE KING OF GREAT BRITAIN DID, WHICH
THREE GRIEVANCES DO YOU THINK WERE THE WORST AND WHY?

GRIEVANCE#

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

GRIEVANCE#

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

GRIEVANCE#

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

60 • LIST OF GRIEVANCES - Declaration of Independence 



DENUNCIATION OF BRITAIN Declaration of Independence54

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them 
from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable 
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration 
and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we 
have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, 
which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have 
been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in 
the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of 
mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends

What they wrote:

We have always tried to be civil to the British people and loyal to the crown. We 
tried to warn them multiple times that if they kept oppressing us with unfair 
laws that we would have to break away from them. We have asked them to show 
their natural sense of fairness and generosity. We have begged them, because 
we share the same ancestors and are like family, to reject these wrongful 
takeovers of power. If they don’t, it will completely break our friendship and 
communication with them. They have not listed to the voice of reason nor 
cared about our family ties. We feel that we don’t have any other choice but to 
separate from them, and to treat them the same as we would treat anyone else: 
Enemies in war, in Peace friends.

What it means:
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DO YOU FEEL THAT THE COLONISTS WERE JUSTIFIED IN BREAKING AWAY FROM 

GREAT BRITAIN? WHY OR WHY NOT?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

DO YOU AGREE WITH THEIR WORDS: “ENEMIES IN WAR, IN PEACE FRIENDS”? 

WHY OR WHY NOT?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, 
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, 
solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 
Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British 
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is 
and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full 
Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do 
all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the 
support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, 
we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

What they wrote:

We, as the representatives of the united States of America, gathered together as a 
General Congress, are willing to stand accountable before God, the Supreme 
Judge of the world, knowing that our plans and our intentions are justified. In the 
name of the good people of the colonies we declare that these United Colonies 
are, and of right ought to be free and independent states. We are declaring 
that the colonies are breaking free from the King of Great Britain, and are cutting 
og all connections with the British government, the country, as well as the people. 
As free and independent states, we have the right to choose war or peace, to ask 
for help from, or to trade with, other countries, and to do anything else that 
independent countries do. For the support of this declaration, trusting in the 
protection of God, we are willing to risk everything—our lives, our fortunes and 
our sacred honor.

What it means:
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WRITE DOWN 8-10 FREEDOMS THAT YOU HAVE THAT MAKE YOUR LIFE BETTER. This 

can include things like: electricity, clean water, choosing what to watch and read, freely 

traveling across the country, the ability to vote, speaking your opinions without fear, etc.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

IF AN UNJUST OR UNFAIR RULER THREATENED TO TAKE THOSE FREEDOMS 

AWAY, WHICH ONES WOULD BE THE HARDEST TO GIVE UP? WHY?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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New York
• William Floyd
• Francis Lewis
• Philip Livingston
• Lewis Morris

North Carolina
• Joseph Hewes
• William Hooper
• John Penn

Pennsylvania
• George Clymer
• Benjamin Franklin
• Robert Morris
• John Morton
• George Ross
• Benjamin Rush
• James Smith
• George Taylor
• James Wilson

Rhode Island
• William Ellery
• Stephen Hopkins

South Carolina
• Thomas Heyward, Jr.
• Thomas Lynch, Jr.
• Arthur Middleton
• Edward Rutledge

Virginia
• Carter Braxton
• Benjamin Harrison
• Thomas Jegerson
• Francis Lightfoot Lee
• Richard Henry Lee
• Thomas Nelson, Jr.
• George Wythe

The 56 Signers of the Declaration of Independence

Connecticut
• Samuel Huntington
• Roger Sherman
• William Williams
• Oliver Wolcott

Delaware
• Thomas McKean
• George Read
• Caesar Rodney

Georgia
• Button Gwinnett
• Lyman Hall
• George Walton

Maryland
• Charles Carroll of Carrollton
• Samuel Chase
• William Paca
• Thomas Stone

Massachusetts
• John Adams
• Samuel Adams
• Elbridge Gerry
• John Hancock
• Robert Treat Paine

New Hampshire
• Josiah Bartlett
• Matthew Thornton
• William Whipple

New Jersey
• Abraham Clark
• John Hart
• Francis Hopkinson
• Richard Stockton
• John Witherspoon
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British Response
The colonists never actually sent a copy of the 
Declaration of Independence directly to the 

king. However, it still made its way to England, 
and the king was told what they had written.

He responded, in part, by saying, "If their 
treason be sugered to take root, much mischief 

must grow from it....

"My desire is to restore to them the blessings of 
law and liberty, equally enjoyed by every British 
subject, which they have fatally and desperately 

exchanged for all the calamities of war."



And for the support of this
Declaration, with a firm reliance

on the protection of divine
Providence, we mutually pledge

to each other our Lives, our
Fortunes and our sacred Honor.


